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the reports of his voluminous speeches, and gained the impression
that the affairs of nations and even the struggles of parties were the
unceasing concern of a divine Providence whose humble agent and
minister he was. His mind was an immense storehouse of fact and
learning, and though experts said that his scholarship was out of date
and his theology mediaeval, he seemed to move in a large and spacious
way through all the departments of human and divine wisdom. As
no man since and few before Mm, he had the faculty of kindling interest
at his touch. His publicity was immense, but the newspapers went
after him, not he after the newspapers. Thousands of humble people
had his portrait on their walls keeping company with that of Queen
Victoria, who was supposed to share their admiration for her great
Minister ; thousands more went in pilgrimage to Hawarden, and
bore away chips from the trees that he felled. His biographer said
that he " kept the soul alive in England," and it is true.
Gladstone was the first statesman of the first rank to dream of an
international order superseding the conflict of the Sovereign States,
and those who look back to his Midlothian speeches may find in them
the germ of die ideas which are fermenting in Europe to-day. These
ideas were totally unintelligible to the European statesmen of the
period, and above all to Bismarck who thought an intrusion of the
ten Commandments into international affairs to be equally dangerous
and unseemly. The great German was always in two minds as to
whether Gladstone was a deliberate mischief-maker or an ignorant
fanatic, but in either case convinced that there could be no safe dealings
with him or any Government of which he was the head. Bismarck
was not solitary in this view. Nearly all European statesmen at this
time were agreed about the mischief and danger of idealism in inter-
national affairs.
For twenty years British foreign policy had swung about between
Disraelism and Gladstonism, Imperialism and Liberalism, but with
Gladstone's departure the return wave of Imperialism was on its
way. Plungings and splashings all over the world, convulsive move-
ments by all the Powers, less with the object of carrying out any settled
policy on their own account than with the idea of forestalling or
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